
AP (Advanced Placement) World History  
Summer Reading Assignment 2022-2023  

Instructor: Kimberly K. Curran 

This is a rare opportunity for extra credit. The deadline for this project is Friday, September 16, 2022 by 2:10 pm. 
All of the assignment, except the 2-column reading log, must be typed, and submitted to me, by the student.  

When Asia Was the World: Traveling Merchants, Scholars, Warriors, and Monks Who Created the “Riches of the 
East” by Stewart Gordon 
ISBN: 978-0306817397 https://www.amazon.com/When-Asia-Was-World-
Traveling/dp/030681739X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=when+asia+was+the+world&qid=1652293224&sr=8-1 
 
Part 1:   
 Keep a two-column reading log. The left column will be a summary of each of the chapters (or more frequently if 
you find the reading challenging and feel the need to break it down more often). The chapters are: 

1. Monasteries and monarchs: Xuanzang, 618-632 CE 
2. Caliph and caravan: Ibn Fadlan, 921-922 CE 
3. Philosopher and physician: Ibn Sina, 1020-1036 CE 
4. Ingots and artifacts: the Intan shipwreck, circa 1000 CE 
5. Pepper and partnerships: Abraham bin Yiju, 1120-1160 CE 
6. Nobles and notables: Ibn Battuta, 1325-1356 CE 
7. Treasure and treaty: Ma Huan, 1413-1431 CE 
8. Blood and salt: Babur, 1494-1526 CE 
9. Medicines and misunderstandings: Tomé Pires, 1511-1521 CE. 
10. The Asian world: 500-1500 CE. 

 The right column will include personal reflections and further questions. Write down how you are feeling as you 
read and what connections you are making. You must go back to see how you might be CHANGING as you are 
getting further along in the text. As you read, you may/should find the answers to those questions and should go 
back and add commentary clarifying the answers (highlight to demonstrate this part). This is the only part that 
may be written as long as your handwriting is legible.  

Part 2: Short Answer questions (SAQs)for When Asia Was the World: Traveling Merchants, Scholars, Warriors, and 
Monks Who Created the “Riches of the East” by Stewart Gordon 
ISBN: 978-0306817397  https://www.amazon.com/When-Asia-Was-World-
Traveling/dp/030681739X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=when+asia+was+the+world&qid=1652293224&sr=8-1 
 
SAQs (SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS) should be answered using the RASE method: Restate the question. Answer the 
question with a historically defensible argument. Support with SPECIFIC historical evidence. Explain how the 
evidence supports your argument. 
 
1. What role did Buddhism play in the history of Asia during the period 500 to 1500? 
2. What role did Islam play in the history of Asia during the period 500 to 1500? 
3. Identify and describe the significance of the Silk Road Trade Route during the period 500 to 1500. 
4. Identify and describe the significance of the Indian Ocean Trade Route during the period 500 to 1500 
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5. How did culture and religion connect people across Asia from 500 to 1500? 
6. How did trade and the economy connect people across Asia from 5oo to 1500? 
7. How did technological and intellectual innovations connect people across Asia from 500 to 1500? 
 

 
 PART 1 AND 2 MUST BE TURNED IN TO RECEIVE ANY CREDIT. PARTIAL CREDIT WILL NOT BE AWARDED   
   

Wild Swans by Jung Chang ISBN # 0553050591(extra credit for 2nd nine weeks) 
https://www.amazon.com/Wild-Swans-Three-Daughters-

China/dp/0743246985/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WR36YCFMVEKS&keywords=wild+swans&qid=1652293314&sprefix=wild
+swans%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-1 
 Deadline is Friday, December 9th by 2:10. It must be typed and submitted to me in person by the student.  
 Part 1:    
Essential questions/Focus for Reading: Respond to these questions in well-written paragraphs using specific 
details from the book to support your response. There is not necessarily a right or wrong answer. I am evaluating 
how well you can support your argument. This should be typed using 12 or 14 font and double spaced. Follow the 
RASE format as described for the When Asia Ruled the World assignment. 

1. Do the goals of the government justify actions which might violate the rights of their people?  
2. Should a person’s responsibility to society take precedence over their individual lives?  
3. Does the end ever justify the means?  
4. Why have expectations of women’s roles and rights been historically different from expectations of men?  
5. Does society benefit from gender roles?  

Part 2:    
In addition, you will need to keep a two-column reading log. The left column will be a summary of each chapter (or 
more frequently if you find the reading challenging and feel the need to break it down more often), and the right 
column will include personal reflections and further questions. As you read, you may find the answers to those 
questions and should go back and add post it notes clarifying the answers. Reading logs may be written by hand.     

 When Asia Ruled the World is extra credit for the first nine weeks and is due NO LATER THAN Friday, September 16th at 2:10 pm. There 
are no exceptions to this deadline. Assignments are always accepted early.  
   
Wild Swans is extra credit for the second nine weeks and is due NO LATER THAN Friday, December 9th at 2:10. There are no 
exceptions to this deadline. Assignments are always accepted early.  

 
Academic Integrity Guidelines 
DO NOT collaborate (talk, group messaging, Skype, email, twitter, snapchat etc.) on these assignments. The 
assignment will not be returned. You may review it anytime by appointment after school on Thursdays. I will be 
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using a variety of tools to assess that the integrity policy of Atlantic Coast was followed for these and all of our 
assignments.  

1. This may sound obvious but write the review yourself. I know how 10th graders write. A false first impression 
could make me think that your skills are worsening, and remediation is warranted.  

2. Quotes are not necessary or even recommended unless you feel it would really help you make your point and 
even then, quote sparingly and cite the page number parenthetically (see noodletools.com or easybib.com). 
Each quote must be thoroughly analyzed.  

   

I look forward to meeting you in August. My room is 625 and my email is currank@duvalschools.org    
 
 
 
 

Must Know Anchor Dates for AP World History  



Period 0: to 1200 
476: Western Roman Empire falls 
711: Muslims in Spain 
1054: Split of Christian Church 
1071: Battle of Manzikert 
1095: beginning of the Crusades 
 
Period 1: Regional and Interregional Interactions   
(c1200-1450)   
c1200s: Rise of the Mongols   
1258: Mongols sack Baghdad (end of Abbasid Caliphate 
and Golden Age)   
1271-1295: travels of Marco Polo   
1324: Mansa Musa’s (Mali Empire) pilgrimage(hajj)   
1325-1349: travels of Ibn Battuta   
1347-1348: Bubonic Plague in Europe   
C1400: Renaissance begins in Western Europe   
1433: end of Zheng He’s Ming Dynasty voyages/Rise of 
the Ottomans   
1438: Rise of the Incas   
   
Period 2: Global Interactions: 1450-1750   
1453: Ottomans capture Constantinople (Istanbul)    
1450s: printing in Europe   
1492: Columbus sailed the Ocean blue/Columbian   
Exchange begins/Reconquista of Spain   
1502: Slaves to the Americas   
1517: Protestant Reformation begins in Europe   
1521: Cortez conquers the Aztecs   
1533: Pizarro conquered the Incas   
1571: Battle of Lepanto: Ottoman naval defeat   
1588: defeat of Spanish Armada by the British   
1603: Japan unified under the Tokugawa Shogunate   
1653: Cape Town colony founded by Dutch   
   

Must know dates must be memorized by:   
Periods 0 and 1: September 9, 2022 

Period 2: October 14, 2022 
Period 3: January 13, 2023 

Period 4: February 17, 2023 

Period 3: Industrialization and Global Integration:   
1750-1900   
1756-1763: Seven Years’ War/French and Indian War 
c1767 Industrial Revolution begins in England   
1789: French Revolution   
1839-1842: Opium War in China (imperial aggression 
by British to reverse flow of silver into China, as part   
of economic policy of mercantilism) 
1853: Commodore Perry opens Japan   
1857: Sepoy Mutiny in India   
1861: end of serfdom in Russia   
1885: Berlin Conference: Imperialism / Scramble for 
Africa   
1898: Spanish-American War: US acquires   
Philippines, Cuba, Guam, and Puerto Rico   
1899-1902: Boer War (British control of South Africa)   
   
Period 4: Accelerating Global Change and   
Realignments: 1900-present   
1910-1920: Mexican Revolution: Diaz overthrown   
1914-1918: WW I (Panama Canal completed in 1914)   
1917: Russian Revolution   
1929: Stock Market Crash: Great Depression begins   
1939-1945: WW II   
1947: Truman Doctrine/Cold War begins (’47-’91)   
1947: India/Pakistan partition   
1948: Israel founded/Gandhi assassinated   
1949: People’s Republic of China established (CCP)   
1959: Cuban Revolution   
1979: Iranian Revolution   
1989: Tiananmen Square/Fall of Berlin War   
1991: Fall of USSR/ First Gulf War   
1992-1995: Genocide in Bosnia   
1994: genocide in Rwanda/first all-race elections in 
South Africa   
2001: 9/11 attacks   
2003: US invades Iraq   
2011: Wikileaks, “Arab Spring” democracy   

   
   

   

   

   

   



  Supplies for AP World History    

   
2022-2023: Mrs. Curran (currank@duvalschools.org)   

1. Two (one for each semester) 11 x 8 ½ three or five subject spiral notebooks (Five Star is recommended) *  
Each spiral notebook must have 150 pages. Some of the other brands do not have enough pages.  
2. Stapler (Paper pro compact stapler should last all year long) *   
3. Refill staples to last the entire year*   
4. Blue and black ink pens*   
5. Highlighters*   
6. Post-it-notes/flags   
7. White out tape   
8. Loose leaf paper*   
9. Neon spiral flashcards for your must know dates   
10.  Clorox/Lysol wipes would be greatly appreciated   

   
*Required supplies are marked with an asterisk. The others are highly recommended.  

   

 Required summer assignment: Geographical Coverage: due on 8/25, 8/26 In class only 

Students need basic geographical knowledge in order to understand world history. The map below gives 
students a starting point for identifying regions and their locations relative to other regions and 
landforms. Geospatial awareness is fundamental knowledge for students to build an understanding of 
cross-cultural contacts, trade routes, and migrations, which constitute the key concepts in the AP World 
History course. You will have a new map to memorize each month. 

Materials: Link https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-
description.pdf: refer to page 31, maps provided, colored pencils    

Directions: Please input the following information on the map provided.  

• AP World History: World Regions, a closer look. This map identifies the various sub-regions 
within the five major geographical regions. These regions will be used repeatedly during the AP 
World History course and students are expected to learn them.  

o Label the following sub-regions on the map and color in the geographical borders.  

 Central Asia    

 East Asia    

 South Asia    

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf


 Southeast Asia    

 Middle East    

 North Africa    

 West Africa    

 Central Africa    

 East Africa    

 Southern Africa    

 Sub-Saharan Africa (this will overlap)    

 North America    

 Latin America (will overlap)    

 Caribbean    

 South America    

• Label all the continents and major waterways (major oceans and seas).  

You will receive your first map of the month: Asia in August 2022 

    

    

    
    



    
 
 



 
Integrity policy 2022-2023 
Please print name: _______________________________________________    
 
 Atlantic Coast High School is a community that is committed to integrity and excellence in academics and in personal 
accountability. Because of this commitment, it is imperative that all members of the Atlantic Coast High School 
community embody personal honor, personal integrity, and personal responsibility. Therefore, it is expected that 
each person at Atlantic Coast High School will behave in an honorable way and refrain from the following:  
 
Plagiarism and copying: Plagiarism is the use of words, ideas, and/or information that is not your own. Copying 
includes using another person’s work as your own. Copying is not limited to “word for word” action but can apply to 
reading another person’s idea and paraphrasing his or her idea as your own, without giving credit to the author. 
Copying applies not only to formal assessments but also to homework and in-class work. NO STUDENT MAY EVER 
HAVE CUSTODY OR POSSESSION OF ANOTHER STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK FOR ANY REASON. THE MASTER NOTEBOOK 
EXISTS FOR ABSENT STUDENTS TO USE UPON THEIR RETURN FROM SCHOOL. 
 
Cheating: Numerous behaviors will be considered cheating. Some of these areas include, but are not limited to, the 
following: using cheat sheets; using former students’ notebooks; using internet resources without citing them as 
appropriate sources; misrepresenting something as being real and actual; using cell phones to create images of tests, 
quizzes, and/or other assignments; and text messaging with other students regarding a test or quiz. The use of 
technology in cheating can occur on small assignments such as homework assignments as well as on more formal 
tests, essays, and projects. Students can be guilty of cheating if they give out or are in receipt of the material.  
 
Discussions of material: Discussions of tests and quizzes with other students when it is not specifically allowed by the 
teacher and when it is intended to give an unfair advantage to that student are prohibited under the Atlantic Coast 
High School Honor Code.  
 
Lying and fraudulent behavior: Lying and fraudulent behavior occurs when one intentionally deceives another 
through words, actions, or omissions.  
 
 Integrity of work: All work must be completed by that individual to whom it was assigned. A parent, friend, or tutor 
cannot complete the work for the student. The work or the project must be under the “direct control” of the student 
and not under the control of the parent, friend, or tutor. Inappropriate help occurs when suggestions and/or support 
provided exceeds the help and guidance a teacher might give in class or during a tutorial session. Students are not to 
request that class policies be altered for their assignment unless there are extenuating circumstances such as a 
serious illness documented by a doctor or a family emergency documented by a parent.  
 
I have read and understand Mrs. Curran’s academic integrity policy: 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________ 
Student’s Signature    date 
 
_________________________________  ________________ 
Parent’s Signature    date 

 


